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THE PIONEER |
BUILDER

DIRECTED : NEIL HARTMANN

Hokkaido land of pioneers, much like my home
country America. Even the name they gave the island,
Hokkaido or Northern Sea Road show what they were
thinking. In search of new fishing they came to explore,
develop and build a road to the Northern Sea. Along the
way they built homes and business in some of the harshest
winter conditions on the globe. Now as I drive along the
country roads I stop and snap pictures of these long
forgotten abodes. Windows black and beams straining
under the weight of tons of snow. How much longer can
these relicts survive and what is the message that there
early builders have left behind for us to see. So next time
you take a winter drive go slow and stop for a moment to

tip your hat to the explorers that have gone before us.

NEIL HARTMANN

Born in San Diego California 1972
Living in Sapporo Japan since 1991
Born in an anslog world, raised in
the Digital age

I work as o Photographer / Filmmaker
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ICE UP ROAD / SNOW UP ROAD
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